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If you would prefer to receive your copy of “The View” by e-mail, go to our website. 
www.wvwl.org and click on “Receive ‘The View’” and register your e-mail address.

 
    Executive Director

The holidays in December gave me cause 
to look forward to January.  There would be 
nothing to do but enjoy the quiet.  Wrong!  
The month began with the New Year’s Eve 
party, ended with football playoffs and lots
of snow in the middle.  So, I 
decided to set my sights on 
February.  February is a short 
month.  There’s the Super Bowl 
to look forward to and being just 
that much closer to spring.  
Come on, warm weather!

As I am writing this early my 
hope is that you are reading it 
after Mendelsohn Hall has be-
gun its metamorphosis into 
something physically different 
than it was before.  The hall has 
been the same since the mid-
1980s and its makeover is being completed, 
as some feel, whether it needs it or not.  
Some items will be the same when it is com-
plete.  Most will not.  However, the feeling of 
the room will continue to be the same.  How 
can this be, many have asked.  The drapes 
are different, the wall are painted, the carpet 
is not pink, the furniture is new and the ceiling 
has been lowered to hide the fire sprinkler 
heads.  

Allow me a moment to reminisce about the 
Mendelsohn Hall that I see.  When I walk

out into that room, yes, all of those changes I’ve 
mentioned are there.  Material things aside, there is 
always a smiling face.  A pleasant conversation is 
occurring.  Someone is enjoying the view off the patio.  
Occasionally, someone is frowning or making a 

THE VIEW FROM MY CORNER

“Beeline” to my office to discuss some 
concern.  There is always some part of 
life occurring there.

I enjoy being welcomed there every 
day.  What is it about Mendelsohn Hall 
that gives it that feeling of comfort and 
welcome?  It’s the residents and Men-
delsohn Hall is our residents’ “Living 
Room”.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Over 200 residents attended the Westminster Village 
New Year’s Eve Party on December 31st.  The “Jim 
Alkire Band” performed and the residents enjoyed a 
beautifully presented buffet and festive decorations.  
Executive Director, Vicki Gregory, welcomed in 2010 
with her glass raised in toast:

“Here’s to the bright New Year and a fond farewell to 
the old;  Here’s to the things that are yet to come and 
the memories that we are yet to hold.”
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Westminster Village residents became the beneficiaries of the long career 
and talents of Dick Jaeger when Dick and Leanna moved to their cottage a 
year or so ago.  He has already written and directed the very popular “Three 
Geezers” skit that was performed for the residents recently.  Dick has been 
a major art “artifact” in the Greater Lafayette community for many years and 
has received state wide recognition for his many years of accomplishments.  
He was recently awarded the first “Golden Hoosier” of Indiana designation 
by Lt. Governor Becky Skillman.  He has also been named a “Sagamore of 
the Wabash” and a “Distinguished Citizen” by Governors Otis Bowen, Evan 

Bayh and Frank O’Bannon.  He is also recipient of the “Marquis de Lafayette” award from the twin cities of 
Lafayette and West Lafayette.

  A 1951 graduate of Indiana University (BME) with a “Masters in Music” in 1957, Dick has had a most amazing 
and prolific career.  He has been a teacher, a soloist with symphony orchestras, church musician and stage 
director, composer and creator and “stager” of shows for music departments at the University of New Mexico, 
Indiana State University, University of Wisconsin at Madison and Green Bay and Ball State University.  He has 
been a guest conductor and adjudicator in fourteen states across the U.S.  In addition, he has directed or written 
more than 35 plays and musicals for the Greater Lafayette Civic Theatre, written and directed Centennial Shows 
for West Lafayette and wrote and helped stage a special anniversary show for the 250th birthday of the Marquis 
de Lafayette.  As an ardent Arts Activist he has served on more than 10 arts boards and spearheaded the fund 
drive to restore the Long Center for the Performing Arts, the “home” of the Lafayette Symphony Orchestra.  For 
the past twelve years Dick has served as the Music and Theatre critic for the Lafayette Journal and Courier.

Dick founded and directed the Greater Lafayette Freedom Singers, a chorus that has performed with the 
Lafayette Symphony Orchestra and the Lafayette Citizen’s Band for the past 24 years.  Failing eyesight prevents 
Dick from continuing but the singers “sing on”.  Now in his 80th year, Dick’s long time association with Lafayette 
Jefferson High School was recognized at the December 11, 12 and 13th performances of the Jeff “Holiday Show” 
when the Jefferson High School Performing Arts Theatre was named for him.  This is a 1,272 seat theatre that 
has been completely renovated as a part of the new Performing Arts Wing of Jefferson High and is now  
designated as the “Richard Jaeger Theatre”.

  Charles Hicks

CHARLES HICKS  has filled several important jobs since he and Helen became West-
minster residents in 1995 - floor leader, Westminster board member, chair of various 
committees, chair of the Archives Committee and others.  He recently reminisced: 
“There were about 280 people here when we came.  I checked some of my print-outs 
from when I was chair of Archives to see what has happened to these people.  Twenty-
three still live here.”  They are: Helen Cates, Alice Chitty, Helen Crane, Martha 
Cromer, Lorraine Edwards, Albert Ewell, Martha Graf , Raymond Graf, Martha Gra-
ham, Mary Hardin, Lowell Hardin, Verndene Harris, J ack Harris, Irene Madison, 
Mary Lou Mead, Joe Mooney, Jeanette Nelson, Roberta  Patterson, Esther Siler, 
John Smock, Melda Warner, Maxine Wilson and Marjori e Young.  Four of the 23 
have now celebrated their 100th birthday.



Westminster Village Employees Entertain Residents

  

  Persis Newman
  Marian Jones

The $66,900 was distributed on December 11 - a grin making, 
smile producing amount indeed as shown on the faces of 180 
eligible employees.  Marian  praised “the 22 people on the 
committee,” inluding the representative from each floor in the 
“Big House” and the four cottage groups:  Lois Smiley, Marge 
Henry, David Nesbitt, Josie Mangus, Odella Schall, Helen 
Crane, Gwen Stern, Charles Hicks, Ruth Goshorn, Vic ky 
Johnson, Eleanor McKay, Janice Boes, Chuck Lange, 
Jerry Hudson, Richard Day and Al Chiscon.  When Marian

talks about the Christmas Gift Fund campaign team, she quickly includes our four Resi-
dent  Council officers:  Bill McVay, Bill Farner, Marge Martin  and Elaine  Baumgardt.

About “Divine Resources” and “Soul Brother”
This was inspired by the December 27 Vespers Service at which our Westminster 
Chaplain, Gary Reif , delivered the message.  Whether Gary  is participating in such 
events as the Employee Christmas program, sharing life experiences informally, or 
leading Vespers service during Holidays, his counsel and philosophy help prepare us 
for the final chapter of life.  In the December 27 message, “Night of Light”, Gary  fo-
cused “in this time of so much intrigue and wonder” on “the light” brought by the Al-
mighty. He was ably assisted in the service by Cyril and Princess Brown , long 
standing friends.

In a relatively brief sermonette, he articulated several wise and profound thoughts: 1) “Don’t cry; this is that 
time when, in a dark, frightening and even sinister world, it can be said ‘Someone has come who knows how to 
turn on the lights.’”  2) “What a difference there is when even one light appears in total darkness”;  3) “We must 
never forget that because of Christ, God’s eternal light waits to shine today in you and me and among us.” 
While much of his work is in the Health Center the role Rev. Reif fulfills really is for all of us who live at West-
minster.  The sign on his door in the Wellness Center is insightful indeed:  “Divine Resources” .

Marian Jones and Persis Newman 
led the 2009 Employees Christmas campaign to celebratory success this year as residents gave a highest ever 
amount.  Our special congratulations go to the two co-chairs.  The great victory was climaxed by Marian’s
announcement as the finale of the November 24 Resident Meeting that an all-time high of $66,900 had been 
attained.  This eclipsed last year’s total of $62,060.

As always as an important part of ushering in the Christmas season, residents enjoyed this year’s delightful 
Employees Christmas program on December 16.  Human Resources Director Deann Dalton  again crafted and 
directed the 2009 version which features a chorus of 15 staff members who assumed brief individual speaking 
roles created by Deann’s  original script.  She also personified the Yuletide elf, a.k.a. “Spirit of Westminster 
Christmas.”  With the talented resident Beverly Kensinger at the piano the chorus charmed the enthusiastic 
audience with many Yuletide favorites.  A highlight of the program was a video with about a dozen employees 
sharing from their vantage point how the nature of their employment at Westminster Village embodies the heart 
of Christmas.  When Where Has Christmas Gone? was sung, most of the audience silently answered “Christmas
indeed is here at Westminster Village.”



 

The Geezers + 1
(Left to right)

Dick Jaeger

Linda Hordon

Al Chiscon

Bill McVay

Jim Hanks

After two previous sold out “WOW” performances the self-named “Westminster Village Performing Arts Ensem-
ble”  presented their final show for friends and residents of Westminster Village on Wednesday, January 20th.  
The Group, “Geezers and the Canary”, presented the original musical skit written and directed by Dick Jaeger .  
It is a “Hard Times Review” of the Depression Period of the 1930s done in a radio broadcast format.  The times 
are well remembered by all of the Westminster residents and includes songs such as “I Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love, Baby”, “I’ll Get By” and “Happy Days Are Here Again” performed by Linda Horton and Dick Jaeger .

The suggestion early last year for such a show is credited to Thomas E. Pearson , Chair of the Westminster 
Village Board of Directors.  The original performance was scheduled for April, 2009, but was delayed to July due 
to a medical episode for one of the principals.  The show was presented again on January 8th to residents and 
guests from University Place, another West Lafayette retirement community.  The four “Geezers” in the cast are 
Westminster Village residents, Dick Jaeger , long time Choral Director at Lafayette Jefferson High School; Jim
Hanks , retired Regional Vice President of State Farm Insurance; Al Chiscon , retired Purdue University Biology 
Professor; and Bill McVay , retired high school Agricultural Education teacher.  Collectively, Jaeger, Hanks and 
Chiscon  have about 150 years of Lafayette community theatre experience and are all recipients of Lafayette 
Civic Theatre’s Lifetime Achievement Award.  When it was determined that the group needed to add a “Canary” 
to the cast Dick Jaeger enlisted the help of one of his previous Jefferson High School performers, Linda Horton , 
who is the Office Manager for the Tippecanoe County Commissioners. While the “hard times” of the Depression 
Period brought many very difficult circumstances to many families there were also some things to laugh about 
and this skit revived many of them from our memories.

Wise Words from 1931:   To my knowledge, Adrian Rogers, writing in 1931 in the depth of the Big 
Depression, never made the history books, but one of the Roving Reporter’s correspondents described what 
Adrian wrote as “the five best sentences you’ll ever read.”  The words seem as up-to-date as coffee conversa-
tions in the Westminster Village cafe.  We quote:

“You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity by legislating the wealthy out of prosperity.  What one person 
receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving.  The government cannot give to 
anybody anything that the government does not first take from somebody else.  When half of the people get the 
idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take care of them and when the other half 
gets the idea that it does  no good to work because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that, my 
dear friend, is the beginning of the end of any nation.  You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it.”
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 BiBill Baumgardt, 
PresideBBint

Westminster Village

Bill Baumgardt, President
Westminster Village

Foundation

A TRADITION OF GIVING CONTINUES
Thanks to the generosity of Westminster Village residents, families, 
and friends, The Westminster Village Foundation of West Lafayette, 
Indiana, Inc. continues its mission of enhancing services and financial 
assistance for residents.  In fiscal year 2009 the Foundation was able 
to provide over $80,000 toward assistance to residents whose re-
sources have been depleted primarily because they have outlived their 
assets.  Since its meager start of giving in 1984 the Foundation has 
been able to provide over $750,000 for financial aid.  In addition, a 
one-year grant was made to the village to recruit, screen and train a 
part-time Volunteer Coordinator.  While just  in the very early stages, 
this move will enhance the quality of life for many of our residents. 

As one enters the main social building at Westminster, a series of plaques line the wall on the 
left.  The last one of these is labeled Legacy Circle.   The Legacy Circle is a means of 
recognizing the generosity of individuals who have made arrangements to include the 
Westminster Village Foundation of West Lafayette, Indiana, Inc. In their Trust or Will or other 
appropriate means. The statement of intent can be as easy as writing a letter to the WV 
Foundation indicating that you have made provisions for “Westminster Village Foundation” in 
your estate planning.  Here are a few examples of how membership in the WV Legacy Circle 
can be achieved:

 -  Name the WV Foundation to receive a bequest through your Will
 -  Make a gift of a paid-up life insurance policy or name the WV Foundation
  as a contingent beneficiary or a partial beneficiary of a life insurance policy
 -  Designate in writing that all or a portion of your Refundable Life Occupancy Fee
  from Westminster Village be donated to the Foundation upon your death

More information can be obtained by contacting a member of the Foundation Board or Vicki 
Gregory, the Executive Director or Pat Miller, the Controller of Westminster Village.

SPRING WILL COME AGAIN TO WESTMINSTER VILLAGE (and soon, we hope!)


